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What bravery looks like

Couriney Kivhmaw i3 a
2 l-wear-old studest at
Meridian Commurily
College, nud plans fo fransfer
to the Lhadsersity of West
Alabama for nuriing school,
Slre enfoys speading He
il fricnds aud faedly aud
aftending M1 Ofive Baptisf
Church tn Meridian, “My
fgpe for the futare, ™ she 2aid,
“t5 to hecore @ sncesssful
maerse aund help others ta aiy
gy prritifilo "

Her kero iz ber brother,
Atrman st Class fames
Marphiz, The 22-year-old
serred ffve months in frag
and % enrrently stationed in
Mizaw, fapar, af pard af
the 3580 Civil Engineering
Synadran of the 351k
Fighting Wisg af the LS.
Afr Faree.

Military serydee runs in
the faanily Courtinep’s naele,
Master Sgt. James Buryard,
8. Air Foree, ix fire chial
Jor the 186th Air Refueliing
Wing fa Meridiar., Her lafe
grandfather, George Joel
Brnypard, wag a feckiical
sergeant in fhe U85 Adr
Force,

Courfrey rofe this stary
i December, wihen lher
thoughts were with “famie"
Marphiz az he celebrated
Chriztrias for from Rorie..

By Courtney Kirkman
special to The Star

A darge, brown box filled
with Christmas gifis and pic-
tures of family members is on
its way to Misawa, Japan. On
the outside, this box looks
like any crdinary box, but to
a young soldier, this is his
window to horme.

Afrman 1st Class James
*lamie™ Morphis of the LL5
Alr foree has not been horme
te stay Iin more than two
YEears.

After basic training in San
Antonio, Texas, he was sent
te technical schoaol in Mis-
aouri and, from there, he was
sent to his first duty station in
Misawa, Japan. Al the age of
22, he was sent to Irag, where
he served his country for five
months.

Jarnie is now spending the
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Airman 1st Class James Morphis, keft,
andl his sister, Courtnay Kirkman

remainder of his time in
Japan until he receives his
orders for his next doty sta-
tion. This letter is intended
o brag on my brother and to
It him know we still think
about him every day. Jamie
is brave, loving and, most of
all, a great brother,

Now is the time

| can remember the day he
signed up for the Air Force
like it was yesterday, [L was a
sarl day for evervone but him.

e night, before he left
for boot camp, | asked him
why he would sign up for any
branch of the military at
wiartime — knowing that his
chances of being sent to war
were much greater. And [ will
never forget what he said:
“Why noif This is when they
necd me the mest. Mow is the

best time”

Al that moment, I under-
stood what it means to be
dedicated to serving your
country. A short time later,
Jamie called to let me know
that his unit weuld seon be
deploved to Irag. | was really
scarcd for him, a young
country boy from Meridian,
who was =0 far away from
home. He teld me he would
try io call as much as pos-
gible to let us know he was
L1k

My mother and [ began to
uss the old saying, “"Mo news
is good news,” quite oficn.
When we did hear from him,
he was not scared at all. He
siid, *l know God can take of
me, I'm met worried.”

Jamie is a great example
of what modern day bravery
loaks like,

The universal
language

Secondly, | would like (o
brag on how he is such a

lowing person. Before Jamie
ever decided o o into the
mnilicary, I knew he would do
great things.

||"||'|_'|-'l.:-|:'||: who knows him
lowees him. He always has that
lintle sneaky soick an his face
that could make anyone
lawgh. He would give the
ghirt off his bkack if he
Ihl:illll.e:h[ Wil needed it

He told me about an [racgi
mman he mei. He sald, *1 saw
this man broke down on the
gide of the road, so 1 gave
him a lift. 1 was a lictle uncom-
fortable because he didn't
speak English, but after |
helped him, he flashed a
peace sign at me. [ lenew that
meant thanks.”

This did not surprise me a
B Jamie is just an allaround

good guy.

My big brother

Last, but certainly nod
least, [ want to brag on how
Jamie has been a great
brother to me. He is only 14
months alder than 1 am,
which made us very close
Hl'llwll'q.e: L.

He has taken care of me
alnee the day 1 was horn, so
M oteld. He can do or say
anyihing bad about me, but
let somesne elae do i1, ane
he ig ready o fight. We have
been through everything
together from chicken pox
te getting our tensils taken
k.

After high school, [ ¢hose
Ly grel marricd and he chose
the military. He jokes that we
both made about the same
ancrifices. He SAYE, “Mow we
bsth are committed to letting
someone ¢lse boass us around
for the rest of our lives.™

He is probably right, but
we both chose a paih in life
that would lead 1o happiness
in the end. For him, the Air
force is the best place to be.
He can aim high to reach his
goals in life.

Although Jamie will nof be
horne for Chitatmas this year,
[ want him to know that he is
in my heart and pravers
every day. He is a brave,
lowing brother to me and his
amile is greatly missed. If ]
ke |'|i.|'|'|. e woiild ot coid-
gider himself great af all,
which makes him even hetter.

[ will always lock wup to him
and 1 am very proud of him.

SPEAK UP

The Meridian Star asked members
of the Stephenson-Delauncey Post 79
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Meridian
to answer the question: "What do you have
ta say to the men and women serving in rag?"”
Here’s what they said.

Chuck MeElroy: "You are doing a
great job . | pray every day for their safety
and that they come back soon the way they
went over there. I'm prowd of them. They
dis what they are toldd fodo. The national
mvedia showld leave them alone and let
them i thedr job.”

A LS Aoy weteran who served in
Orperation Desert Storm, Mkyear-okd
Chuck MeElroy is retived and lives in
Lawderdale County:

Betly Grffim: “Good lack 1o
everyhody . D want them o do thelr job as
it should be done and lmproad of them.
Ewvery one of them ave in my prayers that
they will be brought home safely.

*Tho what your commanders tell you ta
dio. Make America proud and each and
ewer v oo of You Keep the freedom of the
peaple and by the people. 10 you whe are
keeping us e in this workd. May Gaoed
bless each and every one of you and bring
v o safehe”

Retires Betty Geiffin, 68, lives in
Meridian. She is condisciress and poppy
chairman of the VEW Ladies Aurxiliary

Griffin

Bob Gray: “We're proud of them. They are dolng a goad
Jib . Keep up the geod work. Mone of yvou has to be a hero,
bt you a&ll need to come home.”

ATLS Mawy veteran of the Victnam War, Sl-vear-olid Bob
Goray is retived and lives in Meridian.

Sybvia Compitons "0 course, they are
first in our learts and minds. We want
thiem first to be as safe as they can. We
understand shat sur huskands of previous
wars have faced — the emotions, the
heartbreak and the dangers. Al of gur
hearts will mend when they retiaen ... be
home safe soon.”

Retiree Sybvia Comgdon, 66, s retined
and lives in the Clarkdale commanity, She
is the president of the VEW Ladles
Auiliary.

Complom

Harvey Speed: “God bless voun - Most of ua older fellows
have been throwgh things that reflect memories of home. Che
of the major things servicemen necd when they are overseas
are things that uplift thedr spirits.

“We foaght for the vight of car families to live their Tves fle
way they want to and we need to support them. Our
govermment needs to support theom and we need to pray for
thieam, thiat they will come home safel”

Harvey Spead, 55, of Meridian takes care of malntenance for
an apartment complex. e i3 aveteran of the [R5 Adr Force who
was stationed in Kores during the late 1960= and early 1970

George Chatham: “We are prowd of you ... They are dodng a
good job. [t's a shame they do not have the support from every
aapect of the United States they deserve. We are very fortunate
tir lawe them fighting for our country”

A LS Aoy veteran of the Korean War, T4-year-old George
Chatham iz retived and lives in Merdian.

John Tavlors “If they would bet me, 1'd
b back with them wday .. Keep up the
g work.

Wy thoughts are with them every
single day. [ back them 1,000 percent. Tou
hawee my ull sappart and the support of
oy family”

Joha Taxlor, T4, of Meridian, iz retived.
He iz a U5 Aoy veteran of the Korean
War and the Vietnam War and has served
in Lekanan, at the Suez Canal and in the
Dsminiean Bepublic,

Taylor




